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The Purpose of Criminal Law
Introduction
Criminal law refers to the body of law dealing with crime and the legal punishment of criminal activities. It seeks to protect public interests by ensuring that people are warned of the acts punishable by law. For instance, criminal offenses such as theft, murder, and sales of illegal drugs are prohibited, and those found guilty of the acts are punished in court. Thus, criminal law forbids conduct that may threaten other people's lives in society or a country. The project entirely examines the different purposes of criminal law and discusses its future in relation to various settings of our day in day life.
The Purpose of Criminal Law
Criminal law is the groundwork of the criminal justice system. It comprehensively defines acts or conduct that can result in one's arrest, prosecution, and imprisonment. Various countries punish an array of acts within their criminal codes. Crime is an action that constitutes an offense and can be punished by law. Categories of crimes that warrant punishment encompass felonies, burglary, theft, human trafficking, and drug trafficking, to name a few. The basic principles of criminal law encompass the concepts of criminal acts, criminal intent, and responsibility, along with defenses. Criminal law has various purposes and aims. Foremost, it has the purpose of prohibiting acts that would harm the public, warn people on the acts that are punishable by law, and define acts essential for every offense (Mayson, 2020). Besides, it helps distinguish severe and minor offenses and allocate suitable punishments. Also, it ensures that victims and community interests are represented during the trial and during the imposition of punishments. Criminal law ensures that the accused and the accuser are provided with a fair hearing to understand their arguments regarding the issues. Therefore, the victim or the accuser has a right to be represented by a lawyer.
Every state's constitution has outlined a range of prohibited acts, and no citizen is required to practice crimes against persons, crimes against property, and hate crimes. Hence when a person has been found to have committed such offenses, he or she is convicted in court. Also, criminal law has the purpose of preventing individuals from becoming future criminals through retribution, rehabilitation, and deterrence (Aristo, 2020). Criminal law help define offenses, regulate apprehension, charges, and tries suspects. These enforcements are crucial in ensuring that people are deterred from committing prohibited criminal offenses threatening the public interest.
The Future of Criminal Law
The future of criminal law in the US is bright. The criminal justice agencies in the US have significantly enhanced their efficiency to bring a more significant section of the populace within the net of surveillance and control. This will help resolve the myriad challenges faced by the institutions of criminal law in the US. Some of the notable challenges include criminalizing more behaviors with no coherent and moral justification and legal restrictions experienced by ex-offenders – housing restriction and employment restrictions. Thus, these challenges will be surmounted in the future as criminal justice agencies are growing bureaucratic and legal control mechanisms (Jain, 2017). In this essence, the criminal law will prevent tyrannical governance by supporting civil liberties enjoyed by ex-offenders. Also, the criminal justice system in the US will be more efficient by stipulating the essential responsibilities for police and prosecutors in implementing criminal law more efficiently.
Moreover, the future of criminal law in the US will likely be more enhanced as various challenges it faces contemporarily will be forestalled. For instance, the interest of every victim and the community will be represented during the trial, and the appropriate punishment be imposed. Also, the criminal law will define and distinguish acts considered severe and minor offenses and ensure that the appropriate punishment is served (Stahn, 2019).
Conclusion
Criminal law is a fundamental body of law that aims at punishing criminals and promotes deterrence among people to prevent them from becoming criminals in the future. The body champions the public's interest by ensuring that certain conduct or practices threatening people's lives are prohibited. Some of the outlawed acts include murder, robbery, burglary, felony, among others. The institutions of criminal face a vast array of challenges because many behaviors are being criminalized, particularly in the US. For instance, In the US, the incarceration rates have exceeded those of other countries in the world. However, the future of criminal law is lively since it will grow bureaucratic and legal control mechanisms that will increase the efficiency of the criminal justice agencies. Also, criminal justice will bring an end to tyrannical governance through conscious policing.
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